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what he believed in. He was a fierce partisan 
fighting for his party, his candidates, and his 
country but never approaching, let alone 
crossing the line in the 37 years that I knew 
him. He was unstinting in his beliefs but never 
cruel or unkind in his judgments. 

The sadness on his passing is tempered by 
the knowledge of his rich and full life and that 
thousands of Oregonians and people around 
the country are the better for his friendship 
and his life’s work. 
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HONORING MR. CHARLES BARNES, 
OF IDAHO, FOR HIS DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE TO THE PEO-
PLE OF IDAHO 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
give a speech I have long dreaded but knew 
would one day come. It is a speech many of 
us in this body have had to deliver from time- 
to-time—one that none of us likes to give but 
one that is entirely necessary and right. 

The speech I am talking about is one that 
announces the retirement of a trusted staffer 
and ally, someone who has worked with me 
since my election to Congress and served the 
people of Idaho’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict with distinction, class, and a sincerity 
matched by none. 

That staffer is a gentleman named Charley 
Barnes. Charley has worked in my Twin Falls 
office for the past 8 years handling all of my 
agriculture outreach efforts and working day-in 
and day-out with the farmers and ranchers of 
Idaho to make sure their Government is effec-
tively serving them. 

When I first got to Washington, I was imme-
diately awarded a seat on the House Agri-
culture Committee. While this assignment was 
a great honor and of immense importance to 
the people of my district, it was not an assign-
ment that played to my greatest expertise. So 
I knew from the start that I was going to need 
exceptional staff to guide me through my du-
ties on the committee and the re-write of the 
farm bill. And thank god I had Charley Barnes 
by my side to help me out. 

I am proud of the farm bill we produced in 
2002 and believe it has been perhaps the best 
farm bill this Congress has ever written. While 
I can’t claim that Charley wrote the farm bill, 
he provided advice and counsel to me that 
was critical to my work as a member of the 
committee. 

But Charley’s service to the Second District 
went well beyond the re-write of the farm bill 
or preparing me for a few committee hearings. 

When the farmers of Idaho’s Second Con-
gressional District were devastated by drought 
and disease, Charley was there to lend a 
helping hand and push his own boss to sup-
port disaster assistance payments that kept 
farmers out of bankruptcy and the economy of 
small, rural towns alive. 

When the Federal Government mistakenly 
sprayed a product called OUST on private 
land, killing the sugar beets, wheat, and pota-
toes of Idaho farmers, Charley was there to 
witness the damage, organize the Idaho con-
gressional delegation, and push the BLM and 
USDA to compensate farmers for their loss. 

Idaho’s farmers are still fighting this battle, but 
they have a great friend and advocate in 
Charley Barnes. 

When the USDA tried to penalize Idaho’s 
sugar farmers for their wrongful participation in 
a program for which they were told they quali-
fied, Charley was there to argue against pun-
ishing these farmers. Charley made an impas-
sioned defense of these producers, and in the 
end, Charley was proven right. USDA relented 
and Idaho’s sugar farmers saw firsthand the 
value of a forceful advocate like Charley 
Barnes. 

And when a farmer in my district is facing 
an appeal before the USDA over an issue 
where the farmer believes he had done noth-
ing wrong, more often than not that farmer will 
see Charley Barnes attend that appeal, offer 
words of encouragement, and stand beside 
them for the duration of the hearing. 

Charley Barnes doesn’t see his work in my 
office as just another job. He sees his role in 
my office as an advocate for agriculture, an 
advocate for farmers and ranchers, an advo-
cate for rural communities, and most impor-
tantly, an advocate for rural families. 

Charley Barnes isn’t just a congressional 
staffer, he’s a farmer, a businessman, a hus-
band, a father, and a very good friend. 

Everyone who has ever met Charley Barnes 
is better off for having known him. The people 
of the Second District are better off for having 
been served by Charley Barnes. And I am a 
better Congressman today than I was 8 years 
ago because I had the good sense to hire, 
and learn from, Charley Barnes. 

I know I speak for everyone in my office 
when I say that we are going to miss Char-
ley’s day-to-day presence in the office. But 
this is not goodbye, because we are going to 
be calling on Charley from time-to-time for 
some good advice, some constructive criti-
cism, and a nudge in the right direction. 

As he settles into retirement, and a well-de-
served break from the daily grind of a long 
and distinguished career, I wish Charley well 
in all of his future endeavors and offer my sin-
cere gratitude for all his hard work, great ad-
vice, and dedication to the people of Idaho. 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF LUBBOCK 
CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 
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Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I con-
gratulate Lubbock Christian University on 
reaching the milestone of its 50th anniversary. 
LCU was established in 1957 with a mission 
to teach students the spiritual dimension of 
life, provide a quality education, and impart a 
system of values for living and for service to 
family, community, and church. This mission 
has led to a half century of striving for the best 
in education. 

Lubbock Christian first opened as a junior 
college with F.W. Mattox as president, a new 
class of 110 students and was completely sur-
rounded by farmland on the west side of Lub-
bock. In the fall of 1987, the college advanced 
to university status. Since this time, five presi-
dents and numerous faculty and staff have 
contributed to the success of LCU. At one 
point, the faculty and staff sacrificed a month’s 

salary in order to provide financial assistance 
for the university. 

Through the past 50 years, LCU has been 
able to achieve a stature worthy of great 
praise. The university now has more than 
2,000 students, offers 34 bachelor’s degrees 
and 10 master’s degrees, more than 30 build-
ings, and a passion for changing lives by edu-
cation and teachings from the Word of God. 

Many things have changed in our world and 
in education over the past 50 years. To enable 
graduates to stay competitive in our ever- 
changing economy, our higher education sys-
tem must be a key source for America’s com-
petitive advantage around the world. Lubbock 
Christian University is helping to make this 
idea a reality. Keeping Christian values at the 
forefront of their teachings will help to bring 
about great leaders for many years to come. 
I am proud to join the citizens of Lubbock in 
extending my appreciation for all the hard 
work of LCU’s administration, faculty, staff, 
and past and current students. Our community 
would not be the same without the unparal-
leled contributions of the school. 
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MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO FRANK 
HOVORE 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
sorrow to pay tribute to the life and memory of 
Franklin Thomas Hovore IV. Every once in a 
while, a person comes along who has the pas-
sion to explore the world, the ability to re-
search the unknown, and the extraordinary ca-
pacity to teach what he has learned. Frank 
Hovore was such a man. Pursuing his life’s 
passion in Ecuador on September 22, 2006, 
he died suddenly while studying beetles near 
the Amazon. He was 61 years old. 

Frank was born on August 19, 1945 in EI 
Centro, California. He earned a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Biology and English at California State 
University, Northridge, in 1971, and later 
worked as an adjunct biology professor at his 
alma mater. Further advancing his education 
led Frank to the University of California, Los 
Angeles where he was a Ph.D. candidate in 
evolutionary biology. 

Enthusiastic and dedicated to the study of 
insects, he also cared deeply about teaching 
others. Over 35 years ago, Frank began 
teaching children from a school bus parked at 
Placerita Canyon’s Nature Center. He was in-
strumental in the creation of the center’s edu-
cation program, which now reaches over 
10,000 schoolchildren a year. He trained 
docents, served on the center’s foundation 
board, and was an active volunteer at the na-
ture center until his death. Frank is credited 
with making the Placerita Canyon Natural 
Area and Nature Center one of the premier 
environmental education facilities in Southern 
California. 

Long considered the world’s authority on 
beetles, Frank published books and many pa-
pers on the subject. In addition, he was a sci-
entific adviser on David Attenborough’s 2005 
acclaimed documentary series ‘‘Life in the Un-
dergrowth’’ and provided his expertise on the 
movie ‘‘Indiana Jones and the Temple of 
Doom.’’ Director Steven Spielberg recruited 
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